
B l a c k
H i s t o r y   M o n t h
R e s o u r c e  G u i d e  f o r  L e a r n i n g  M o r e  A b o u t  t h e
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  B l a c k  a n d  A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n s
t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

Why We Celebrate

C a r t e r  G .  Wo o d s o n ,  t h e  " F a t h e r  o f  B l a c k  H i s t o r y
M o n t h , "  c r e a t e d  t h i s  e v e n t  o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a   w e e k l o n g
e v e n t  i n  1 9 2 6 .  T h e  e v e n t  s o u g h t  t o  h i g h l i g h t   t h e
c e n t r a l i t y  o f  B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  t o  t h e  s t o r y  o f
A m e r i c a ,  a s  t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  w e r e  l a r g e l y
n e g l e c t e d  i n  b o o k s  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n s  o n  A m e r i c a n
h i s t o r y .  B l a c k  h i s t o r y  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s   c o n t i n u e  t o
b e  l e f t  o u t  o f  y e a r - r o u n d  c u r r i c u l u m  9 5  y e a r s  l a t e r ,
w h i c h  i s  w h y  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  c e l e b r a t e  i t  t o d a y.  O u r
g o a l s  t h i s  m o n t h  a r e  t o :  
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Pro m ote  g re a te r  k n ow le d g e  o f  B l a c k
h i s to r y  t h ro u g h  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f
re s o u rce s  a n d  o rg a n i za t i o n s  eve r y
we e k .
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Re a f f i r m  o u r  c a m p u s   co m m i t m e n t  to
t wo  o f  o u r  co re  va l u e s :  d i ve rs i t y  a n d
le a r n i n g .  
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Watch
T h is  Br ie f
In t ro  V ideo
about  t he
Black
Pant her
Par t y

The
Black
Panther
Party

For �For

M o s t  A m e r i c a n s  a r e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i m p a c t f u l  C i v i l  R i g h t s
i n i t i a t i v e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  M o n t g o m e r y  b u s  b o y c o t t ,  t h e  M a r c h
o n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  F r e e d o m  R i d e s ,  a n d  t h e  G r e e n s b o r o  S i t - i n .
H o w e v e r ,  a n o t h e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  i n i t i a t i v e  w a s
t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  P a n t h e r  P a r t y  ( B P P ) ,  o r i g i n a l l y
n a m e d  t h e  B l a c k  P a n t h e r  P a r t y  f o r  S e l f - D e f e n s e .  T h e  B P P
w a s  c r e a t e d  i n  1 9 6 6  b y  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  H u e y  P.  N e w t o n  a n d
B o b b y  S e a l e ,  a n d  i t s  o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  p a t r o l  a n d
p r o t e c t  B l a c k  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  f r o m  p o l i c e  b r u t a l i t y .  T h u s ,  i n
k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  y e a r ' s  B l a c k  H i s t o r y  t h e m e  o f  " T h e  B l a c k
F a m i l y :  R e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  I d e n t i t y ,  a n d   D i v e r s i t y ",  w e  t h o u g h t
i t  w o u l d  b e  f i t t i n g  t o  h i g h l i g h t  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  f o u g h t
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  B l a c k  f a m i l i e s  a n d
n e i g h b o r h o o d s .  

Cofounders: Bobby Seale  (Top left)
and Huey P. Newton (bottom left). 

Women of the Black Panther Party. By the
late 60's, women made up over 70% of the
group's membership and were vital to the
party's growth and organization.

Black Panther Party Phi losophy 3

1 0  P o i n t  P r o g r a m
1. We want freedom. We want power to determine the destiny of our Black

Community.
2. We want full employment for our people.
3. We want an end to the robbery by the capitalists of our black and oppressed

communities.
4. We want decent housing, fit for shelter of human beings.
5. We want education for our people that exposes the true nature of this decadent

American society. We want education that teaches us our true history and our role
in the present day society.

6. We want all Black men to be exempt from military service.
7. We want an immediate end to POLICE BRUTALITY and MURDER of Black people.
8. We want freedom for all Black men held in federal, state, county and city prisons

and jails.
9. We want all Black people when brought to trial to be tried in court by a jury of their

peer group or people from their Black Communities, as defined by the Constitution
of the United States.

10. We want land, bread, housing, education, clothing, justice and peace.

The Ten-Point Program is a set of guidelines for the Black Panther Party and states their ideals and ways of operation, a
"combination of the Bill of Rights and the Declaration of Independence." (1) The 10-Point Program is made up of two
parts: "What we want now!" and "What we believe." The document was released in May of 1967, with the first part
describing what the BPP wanted from America's leaders, and the second part illuminating the Party's philosophy, as
well as the rights that Black people were said to have, but were in actuality denied. The  official chapters of the BPP
and their members were expected to live by and practice the principles laid out in the program every day.  By clicking
on the link embedded above, you can read the 10-Point Program of the BPP in full. 

Critical Question
How might you connect

the philosophy and wants

of the Black Panther

Party to today? Do you

think these things have

been achieved?
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Little-Known Facts About the Black Panther Party

The party set up 65 social programs between 1966 and 1982, ranging from a
Free Breakfast for Children Program (FBCP) to Free Health Clinics to a Free
Busing to Prisons Program.

Created numerous social programs,
some of which we still use today.

This disease was largely neglected because it disproportionately affected
the Black community. In addition to setting up screening sites, the
BPP went door-to-door and pricked fingers for blood samples to test for the
trait and the disease.  This research was groundbreaking. The party’s Sickle
Cell Anemia Research Foundation, which was later funded by the federal
government, had one of the nation’s first sickle cell testing programs.

They conducted groundbreaking research
into Sickle Cell Anemia

By 1968, the BPP had drawn the attention of the FBI, as had many Black civil
rights organizations and leaders of that time. J. Edgar Hoover created the
FBI COINTELPRO Unit to destroy the party from within. At the time, he said
that the BPP was “the greatest threat to the internal security of the country.”
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The FBI Targeted The Party In An Attempt
To Destroy It
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E x t e n d e d  L e a r n i n g  A c t i v i t i e s 4

We hope you  read  and watched t he  l inks  t hroughout ,  as  t hey  wi l l  g ive  you  a
better  idea  about  t he  h istor i ca l  context  in  which  t he  Black  Pant her  Par ty  was
founded ,  as  wel l  as  t he  numerous  t h ings  t he  pol i t i ca l  ac t ion  group d id  to
a l lev iate  t he  soc ia l  in just i ces  t hey  saw,  such  as  pover ty  and  pol i ce  bruta l i t y,  t hat
plagued Black  ne ighborhoods  and fami l ies .  T he  h istor y  of  t he  BPP is  complex ,
but  t he  foundat ion  of  t he  par ty  was  to  ensure  a  more  equal  and  equ i table  wor ld
for  Black  and ot her  underpr iv i leged people  across  t he  wor ld ,  and  to  he lp  our
countr y  l i ve  up  to  i ts  promise  t hat  "a l l  men are  c reated  equal . "  T hough t he i r
h istor y  i s  f raught  wi t h  run- ins  wi t h  pol i ce ,   in tergroup f ractur ing ,  and  sex ism,  i t
i s  a lso  a  stor y  of  Black   res istance ,  res i l ience ,  and  communi ty.  I f  you  are
interested  in  jo in ing  us  t h is  Fr iday  (Feb.  12)  at  3 :00  p.m.   for  a  d iscuss ion  l ink ing
t he  Black  Pant her  Par ty  to  movements  of  today,  c l i ck  here .  We hope  t hat  you
have  learned somet h ing  f rom t h is  in fograph ic ,  and ,  as  a lways ,  we jo in  you  in
learn ing ,  chal leng ing  ourse lves ,  and  growing .

Sincere ly,  
Ann ie  Al len
Di rec tor  o f  Access  &  Inc lus ion  

F o r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  i m a g e s  f r o m  B l a c k  H i s t o r y ,  c l i c k  h e r e .  

For questions or comments,  please email access@angelina.edu dit

Watch the documentary, "Black
Panther Party: The Vanguard of the

Revolution" by Director Stanley Nelson

Watch this video connecting the Black
Panther Party to civil rights movements

of today.

https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/woodson-carter-g-1875-1950/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/woodson-carter-g-1875-1950/
https://youtu.be/rNBPewOfL7o
https://www.pbs.org/independentlens/films/the-black-panthers-vanguard-of-the-revolution/
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/black-panthers
https://hueypnewtonfoundation.org/
https://hueypnewtonfoundation.org/
https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-history/seale-bobby-1936/
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/montgomery-bus-boycott
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/march-on-washington
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/freedom-rides
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/the-greensboro-sit-in
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Black-Panther-Party/Legacy
https://asalh.org/black-history-themes/
https://www.essence.com/holidays/black-history-month/women-black-panther-party/
http://www.blacklivesmattersyllabus.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/BPP_Ten_Point_Program.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/hueypnewton/actions/actions_survival.html
https://caringlabor.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/hilliard-ed-the-black-panther-party-service-to-the-people-programs.pdf
https://www.shelflifestories.com/sickle-cell-and-black-panthers-1/
https://medium.com/@micahgriffin/the-black-panther-party-blueprint-for-achieving-community-health-equity-ec700ff23fb2
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/police-kill-two-members-of-the-black-panther-party
https://www.washingtonpost.com/history/2019/12/04/police-raid-that-left-two-black-panthers-dead-shook-chicago-changed-nation/
https://meet.google.com/vop-dbve-amm?hs=122&authuser=0
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/gabrielsanchez/powerful-pictures-from-black-history
mailto:access@angelina.edu
https://www.pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/pdf_for_lesson_1st_graphic_organizer.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B08F3G2VYD/ref=atv_dp_share_cu_r
https://www.pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/pdf_for_lesson_2nd_graphic_organizer.pdf
https://youtu.be/qGZpDt6OYnI
https://youtu.be/F56O3kZ9qr0
https://www.essence.com/holidays/black-history-month/women-black-panther-party/

