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O U R  O U R  M I S S I O NM I S S I O N
    The miss ion of  the Angel ina Col lege Foundation is  to 

suppor t  the Col lege through re lat ionship development 
and maintenance,  coordinat ion of  capital  and fundrais ing 
campaigns ,  responsible  stewardship of  phi lanthropic  gi f ts , 
and publ ic  re lat ions on behal f  of  the Col lege.

O U R  O U R  V I S I O NV I S I O N
    The v is ion of  the Angel ina Col lege Foundation is  to 

develop f inancial  resources  and to  grow publ ic  suppor t 
that  strengthens the col lege’s  abi l i ty  to  provide qual i ty 
educat ional  oppor tunit ies  and ser v ices  to  aid students  in 
the ser v ice area in  reaching their  fu l l  potent ial .

O U R  O U R  H I S T O R YH I S T O R Y
    In  an ef for t  to  suppor t  the development of  qual i ty 

educat ional  oppor tunit ies  and ser v ices  for  students ,  the 
Angel ina Col lege Foundation was establ ished in  May 
2019.   As  a  501 (c) (3 )  nonprof i t ,  tax-exempt organizat ion, 
the Foundation raises  funds for  Angel ina Col lege through 
a variety  of  creat ive  events  and par tnerships  with alumni , 
f r iends ,  donors ,  businesses ,  and foundations .   The funding 
prior i t ies  of  the Foundation include the Student  Emergency 
Aid Fund,  Meningit is  In i t iat ive ,  Scholarships ,  Endowments , 
and suppor t  for  Col lege programs,  ser v ices ,  act iv i t ies , 
and events .   The Angel ina Col lege students ,  faculty,  staf f , 
and community  are  the hear t  of  the Angel ina Col lege 
Foundation,  and we are grateful  for  the par tnerships  that 
ensure student  success .   Together ,  we are changing l ives !

       Angel ina Col lege opened i ts  doors  in  the Fal l  of  1968 .  
    In  i ts  f i rst  semester ,  the Col lege enrol led 660 students  in 

both credit  and non-credit  programs.   Today,  Angel ina 
Col lege ser ves  an enrol lment  of  students  to  aid them in 
reaching their  potent ial  and of fers  over  60 programs of 
study.  The Col lege is  committed to  cont inue i ts  promise of 
providing qual i ty  educat ional  oppor tunit ies  to  i ts  students .  
S ince 1968 ,  over  20,000 students  have graduated f rom our 
proud inst i tut ion .
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M E S S A G E  F R O M 
T H E  F O U N D A T I O N
P R E S I D E N T
Happy greet ings to  you al l ,

The 2020 year  is  a lmost  behind us  and 
what a year  i t  has  been!  Just  as  we were 
hopeful  for  another  event- f i l led year , 
COVID hit .  Despite  this  setback ,  your 
Foundation was able  to  raise  money 
to  suppor t  many students  who needed 
ass istance during these hard t imes .  We 
received state funding,  and generous 
donat ions f rom our  donors  to  help 
students .  Whi le  we were unable  to  host 
our  “ 2020 Dinner  at  the Diamond”  event , 
addit ional  Foundation suppor t  came f rom 
the gi f ts  through the East  Texas Giv ing 
Day.  We l ive  in  a  ver y  giv ing community 
and are so  thankful  for  a l l  the gi f ts  we 
have received.   

Even though we are st i l l  fac ing a health 
cr is is ,  keep your  heads up and cont inue 
to  encourage those around you to  reach 
for  the stars ,  fo l low their  dreams,  and give 
back to  their  community.  No matter  what 
tr ia ls  we face ,  we can overcome!

Sincerely,

Dr. Cynthia Casparis

President
Angel ina Col lege 
Foundation
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“ THERE WERE 

FINANCIAL OBSTACLES 

THAT I  FACED THAT 

THREATENED TO 

DERAIL MY EDUCATION. 

THANKS TO ANGELINA 

COLLEGE’S STUDENT 
EMERGENCY AID 
FUND ,  I  WAS ABLE 

TO BREATHE A LITTLE 

BIT,  AFFORD MY OTHER 

BILLS ,  AND STAY IN 

SCHOOL .”                                                                                   
- CurrentAC  Student

 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN  -  As  we look back over  50 successful  years 
of  educat ing students ,  we must  a lso  prepare for  the future .  Many 
students  achieve their  goals  of  earning a col lege educat ion through 
scholarships ,  other  special  ass istance,  and resources  made poss ible 
f rom the suppor t  and generos ity  of  f r iends of  the Col lege.  Angel ina 
Col lege wi l l  conduct  an Annual  Campaign to  provide sustainabi l i ty  for 
the Foundation’s  funding prior i t ies . 

AC GENERAL FUND 
 AC’s endowment has continued to grow 
and will support the future needs of the 
institution. Your thoughtful contributions 
to this fund will increase the College’s 
ability to provide long-term financial 
support for students.  
The importance of this endowment will 
increase as State funding for community 
colleges continues to decline.

HONORARY & 
MEMORIAL GIFTS 
Recognizing others through an Honorary 
or Memorial Gift is a thoughtful and 
generous way to acknowledge a person’s 
life and accomplishments.  A gift in honor 
or memory of a family member, friend, 
student, employee, or instructor is also 
a special way to support the Angelina 
College Foundation initiatives.  The AC 
Foundation will gladly notify the honoree 
or next of kin if address is provided.
 

MENINGITIS INITIATIVE 
Students age 21 and under are required 
by law to have the Meningitis vaccination 
before college entry, but the cost is not 
covered by student federal aid.  The 
Meningitis Initiative provides a unique 
opportunity to help eliminate the barrier 
of the Meningitis vaccination for students.  
This program helps students meet the 
requirements for enrollment and eases 
their financial burden.  For many students, 
the Meningitis vaccination could be the 
barrier that keeps them from attending 
college. 

PLANNED GIV ING 
Creating a planned gift is an opportunity 
to achieve a lasting impact to the College.  
A wide range of planned gift options 
are available for a legacy gift which will 
meet your needs and interests.  Bequests, 
gifts of insurance, and real estate gifts 
are a few ideas for planned giving.                             
For further information, contact 
foundation@angelina.edu or 936.633.3213.

STUDENT EMERGENCY 
AID FUND 
The student emergency aid fund was 
established to provide a “Helping Hand” 
for students in critical need of funds 
during uncertain times.  This fund 
will help students stay in school and 
ultimately ensure student success.  Our 
goal is to help eliminate barriers, offer 
student assistance in critical times, and 
aid students in achieving their goal of a 
college education.

S T U D E N T 
S C H O L A R S H I P S 
A N D  E N D O W M E N T S 
 As educational costs are many times a 
barrier to higher education, scholarships 
continue to be an effective way to invest in 
Angelina College while impacting the 
lives of students.  Named scholarships 
can honor an individual, create a 
corporate presence, and acknowledge 
the accomplishments and needs of 
AC’s students.  Scholarships can be 
established through an endowment 
or can be funded annually.

It is because of 
success stories 
like this that the 
Foundation will work 
diligently to continue 
assisting students 
each year. 

C O N T A C T  U S
Angelina Co llege Foundat ion
3500 S. First St.
Lufkin, T X 75901

foundat ion@angelina.edu
936.633.3213

On line Giving - angelina.edu
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E
A N G E L I N A  C O L L E G E 
P R E S I D E N T
Since i ts  incept ion,  Angel ina Col lege has 
been blessed with good wi l l  and f inancial 
suppor t  f rom people  throughout  i ts  ser v ice 
area.    One should never  take such amity 
and phi lanthropic  investment for  granted; 
i t  i s  cr i t ical  to  ensure those who invest  in 
the Col lege know how deeply  their  suppor t 
is  appreciated and to  manage faithful ly 
a l l  g i f ts  according to  the donor ’s  intent .  In 
early  2016 ,  f r iends of  the Col lege,  t rustees , 
and Col lege teammates star ted envis ioning 
a nonprof i t  foundation to  coordinate and 
encourage suppor t  for  the students  and 
programs of  Angel ina Col lege and an Off ice 
of  Inst i tut ional  Advancement to  communicate 
and coordinate regularly  with donors  and 
f r iends .   I  am grateful  to  ever yone who has 
helped real ize  the v is ion we developed in  2016 , 
I  am humbled by the cal iber  of  the community 
leaders  ser v ing on the Foundation’s  Board 
and Advisor y  Committee ,  and I  am honored 
to  contr ibute to  this  f i rst  annual  repor t  of  the 
Angel ina Col lege Foundation and Off ice  of 
Inst i tut ional  Advancement .    

In  2016 ,  we could never  have envis ioned how 
the chal lenges of  2020 would impact  ever y 
student ,  employee,  program,  and ser v ice 
of  the Col lege as  wel l  as  the communit ies 
i t  ser ves .   Undoubtedly,  the Foundation’s 
donors ,  vo lunteers ,  and the AC team led by 
Execut ive  Director ,  Dana Smithhar t ,  helped 
many AC students  cont inue to  pursue their 
academic goals  during the pandemic .   With 
the chari table  investment f rom numerous 
people  and organizat ions ,  the team has 
helped AC students  in  deeply  meaningful 
ways through programs to  distr ibute food, 
basic  hygiene,  and school  suppl ies ;  to  grant 
emergency f inancial  suppor t  for  ut i l i t ies 
and unantic ipated expenses  and to  provide 
comfor t  and encouragement for  students 
feel ing iso lated or  d iscouraged.   As  donors 
and suppor ters  of  Angel ina Col lege,  I  hope 
you are proud of  how your  community  col lege 
has stayed faithful  to  i ts  miss ion to  aid 
students  in  the ser v ice area in  reaching their 
fu l l  potent ial  during these chal lenging t imes .  

Dr.  Michael J. Simon

                                   Pres ident                      
        Angel ina Col lege 



The concept and preparation for the Angelina College Student Emergency Aid Fund (SEAF) 
began in the Spring of 2019. The Office of Institutional Advancement and the Office of 
Access & Inclusion then spent many hours researching potential funding sources, best 
practices, effective procedures, and emergency aid programs on other college campuses. 
On June 6, 2020, the Angelina College SEAF disbursed its first emergency aid to assist a 
student with their internet bill.  Additionally, a number of food drives have been held with 
over 140 bags of nonperishable food items distributed.

The SEAF is especially critical this year. The program was launched in the midst of the initial 
rise of COVID-19 in our country, so not only were students struggling with adapting to online 
learning, but many of our students were also losing their primary sources of income due 
to reduced hours or business closures. More than ever, students are experiencing financial 
crisis. Many of our students are suddenly at risk of becoming homeless, unable to pay bills 
and worried about food security.

We not only heard stories of struggle and heartbreak, but also stories that showcased 
tremendous strength, resolve, and hope-filled dreams. Something as small as helping a 
student with their internet bill could determine whether or not that student successfully 
completes the semester. 

The Student Emergency Aid Fund provides a vital resource to help students reach their goals 
and the realization of their dreams. Our many generous donors are  a part of this success 
story.  We appreciate their belief in our mission and support of this important program. 

If you are interested in joining forces, please contact us at foundation@angelina.edu.

To g et h e r ,  we  a r e  ch a n g in g  l i v e s . 
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I N  I T S  F I R ST  T H R E E  M ONT HS ,

T H E  ST U DE NT  E M E R G E N C Y 
A I D  F U N D AWAR DE D 
E M E R G E N C Y  A I D  TO 

22  STUDENTS 
AN D D ISBU R SE D 

$9,175.35 I N  F U N DS .

( J U N E 6  -  AU G UST  3 1 ,  2020)



 Josh’s GPA is currently a 3.07, and he is a Design and Applied Arts major (AAS). He is currently enrolled in 13 
hours, and is scheduled for 9 hours in the spring. He plans to graduate this spring (May 2021).  Josh is a frequenter 
of student life events, and he is a very good student. He usually interns with the Pacer, AC’s student newspaper, on 
campus, but he was unable to this semester due to Covid. 

 In April, Angelina College was offered 
an opportunity to apply for a grant, Texas 
Emergency Aid Grant Program, that 
supported colleges and universities based 
on a priority model.  The aim was to support 
as many Texas postsecondary institutions 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic-related 
disruptions as possible.  After submitting a 
thorough grant application describing the 
Angelina College Foundation’s emergency aid 
program, process, and criteria for approval. 
The Foundation was awarded a $15,000 grant 

from the Texas Higher Education Foundation 
to assist students in financial crisis due to 
COVID-19.  
 The Foundation was one of 57 educational 
institutions awarded out of the 124 grant 
applications submitted.  In addition 
to funding, the College was offered a 
series of free webinar opportunities that 
offered promising practices for program 
development.  Helping students stay on the 
path to graduation is crucially important 
during these unprecedented times, and the 

emergency aid program assists students with 
their educational goals and ensures student 
success. 
 The Texas Emergency Aid Grant Program 
assisted many students at Angelina College 
during the summer and fall semesters of 2020. 
Additionally, $4,692 of the awarded $15,000 
was used to fund a mobile market to assist 
with food insecurity, and 140 students received 
bags filled with nonperishable food items. 
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As a photographer and film maker, at least half of my family’s income has come from 
people having public gatherings like speaking events, weddings and quinceañeras. 
When the pandemic stay-at-home orders happened this spring, people kept their families 
indoors, adopted social distancing and started canceling plans and events. Immediately 
this affected our family in a very hard way.

At the beginning of the spring 2020 semester, I had decided to focus on being a full-
time student and was going to make cash booking events and projects. The year looked 
promising with 6 jobs in the works and more projected for the summer. My wife started 
back as a waitress to supplement our income and help make sure our bills were paid, 
while I chased my degree and a better future for us. 

Coronavirus changed our plans. One by one my clients emailed and called. They politely 
canceled and I completely understood. My wife was the newest at her job and, with the 
stores being take-out only, she was given the least number of hours (at $2.13 an hour). 
Since we were already living paycheck to paycheck, things became very tight. 
Internet bill came past due first, and, with all of my spring classes now being exclusively 
online via Blackboard, it was an imperative that it be paid. As I was worrying and literally 
counting all the coin change in the house, my mentor and advisor, AC instructor Mr. Reg 
Reynolds, messaged me asking about how we were holding up during all the chaos. 

I was very honest and open with him about my family’s issues and worries. He let me 
know that the Angelina College Foundation has a dedicated student emergency fund to 
help students during times of great stress. Not knowing if anything would come from it, I 
sent my case to be considered. 

Not long after, I was emailed by AC and told that they would love to help. I was in shock. 
I had prayed for a miracle and my college took up the challenge! AC student emergency 
fund stopped my internet access from being cut off and (surprisingly) asked what more 
they could do to help. 

I was still $300 behind on that month’s rent, and my landlord was losing patience 
fast. Angelina College took care of the overdue amount and gave us security during a 
very dark time. I do not know what I would have done without the amazing people at 
Angelina College. This program saved my family, and I will never forget how amazing my 
college is. Roadrunner for life. 

-Josh Giles  
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The idea for the Roadrunner Mobile Market 
came to fruition during the rise of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Because we knew that students 
were encountering food insecurity due to the 
pandemic as they faced loss or jobs or reduced 
hours, we knew we had to act quickly, and the 
Roadrunner Mobile Market was born.

Approximately 20% of our student population 
are considered poor by federal guidelines. After 
the pandemic, this rate increased dramatically, 
and many of our students’ most basic needs 
were left unmet. 

Prior to the creation of the Roadrunner 
Mobile Market, the Angelina College Student 
Food Pantry was established by our Student 
Government Association in January 2018.  
We already had experience with meeting the 
needs of food insecure students. However, 
Covid-19 would change the way we were 
accustomed to meeting that need. 

Despite the many dangers of the 
disease, we also knew the importance 
of making sure our students had food; 
this was paramount to us. We then got 
creative and organized a safe, drive-through 
food bank, which we will continue to hold 
throughout this academic year. To protect our 
staff, team members are required to wear masks 
and gloves, and students drive up and receive 
a bag filled with nonperishable items.  These 
bags are filled with everything from pasta and 
sauce for family meals to snacks and soups 
for something quick and easy. Students are 
incredibly grateful for the Mobile Market, and 
we are proud to have continued our efforts to 
reduce barriers to their academic success, 
even in the midst of a pandemic. In reality, some 
students experience anxiety about food security, 
and the Mobile Market helps reduce this anxiety. 
We are committed to continuing this beneficial 
program to help students.

 

“ TWO MOBILE MARKETS HAVE 
BEEN CONDUCTED,  AND WE HAVE 

PROVIDED OVER 140  BAGS . ” 

F O R  I N F O R M A T I O N 

O N  T H E 

R O A D R U N N E R 

M O B I L E  M A R K E T 

I N I T I A T I V E , 

p lea se  ema i l 

j l a ca i l l e@ange l i na . edu

7/10/2020 Angelina College offering food distribution drive-in for students | Coronavirus / COVID-19 | lufkindailynews.com
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FEATURED

Angelina College offering food distribution
drive-in for students
By GRACE JUAREZ/The Lufkin Daily News
Jul 10, 2020

Angelina College is hosting Roadrunner Mobile Market to help students who have been affected by the coronavirus

pandemic.

AC students enrolled in summer or fall 2020 semesters drove up to the Administration Building from 1-4 p.m.

Thursday and received a bag of non-perishable foods and meal staples.





For many students,  the Meningitis vaccination could be a barrier 
that keeps them f rom stepping foot on the Angelina College 
campus and achieving their goals of a college education.   Survey 
data indicates that the vaccination that is required by law can 
impact a student’s abil ity to enroll  in college.   In an effort to 
el iminate this barrier,  the Angelina College Foundation offers two 
Meningitis Init iative programs through a partnership with the 
Angelina County/Cities Health District .   The Health District hosts 
shot cl inics at Lufkin High School ,  and the AC Foundation covers 
the cost of the Meningitis vaccinations.   This program eliminates 
the f inancial  burden of the vaccination and travel to the Health 
District . 

The Angelina College Foundation also provides vouchers to 
el igible students who have already graduated f rom high school 
and are enroll ing in classes at AC.  The cost of the Meningitis 
vaccination increases considerably at age 19,  so the Foundation 
offers assistance with this f inancial  barrier as well .  Since the 
inception of the Meningitis Init iative,  the Bettye and Murphy 
George Foundation,  the Kiwanis Club of Lufkin,  the Pineywoods 
Foundation,  and Rotary Club of Nacogdoches have partnered with 
the Foundation to provide the necessary funding for the program. 
The Meningitis Init iative is one of the funding priorit ies of the 
Angelina College Foundation,  and we are extremely thankful for 
the support f rom our generous partners.
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Attending and completing college at any level can become a financial 
burden for any student. The entire East Texas community has 
experienced its share of economic changes over the past few years. 
Many of the industries on which our citizens relied for years have 
closed their doors or moved out of the area, leaving our population in 
need of the kinds of boosts geared toward professional development.

As a result, many of our area residents have realized the need for 
further education and training. Many have discovered that Angelina 
College is exactly what they need to create better opportunities for 
competing academically and in the work force.

For more than 50 years, AC has proven itself capable of emphasizing 
the “community” in a community college. The college has adapted 
to every change, whether it’s teaming up with local industries to 
enhance employee training or creating brand-new programs for 
future workers. Students arrive at AC with doubts and leave with 
plans. 

A large number of those students struggle to meet the financial aspect of obtaining college degrees 
or certifications. An estimated 80 percent of all community college students must work while 
tackling their course loads, with nearly 50 percent of those needing to work full-time jobs (Research.
CollegeBoard.com). Nearly 70 percent of community college students are raising families at the same 
time, thus increasing their burdens of responsibility. 

This is where the generosity of our donors comes into play. For as long as Angelina College has been 
in existence, there have been those alumni and friends who helped ensure numerous opportunities 
for students who might not have been able to attend college otherwise. The donors provide a lifeline 
of support in helping students realize potential that may have gone undiscovered. Scholarships pave 
the way for deserving people who are trying to carry on the AC tradition of creating success stories.   

Without the necessary funding, some of those students would have seen college as nothing more 
than an unreachable dream.  The thoughtful friends of Angelina College continue to support the 
dreams of AC students through generous contributions to assist with institutional expenses.

Such generosity isn’t lost with the students. One recipient stated, “I want to make whoever those 
people are proud of me. I want them to know they’re not wasting their money.” Every little bit helps, 
and there’s no way to know just how much such financial assistance can change a life.

At least not until Graduation Day. Those smiles and tears underneath those graduation caps are more 
than enough evidence of a newly changed life. 
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The Smith-Hutson Scholarship is awarded to students with academic potential and established 
financial need who are committed to completing a certificate or degree at Angelina College.

Students are eligible to receive a Smith-Hutson Scholarship for a maximum of two years of 
undergraduate studies, or three years for those enrolled in a health career related program, provided 
the recipient maintains a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.5 and completes a 
minimum of 24 semester credit hours toward their degree each academic year. 

FOR INFORMATION ON APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS , 
Contac t  AC’s  F inanc i a l  A id  Of f i ce  a t  f a recept ion i s t@ange l i na . edu .  

Smith-Hutson  S C H O L A R S H I P 



First-year recipients of Angelina College’s Smith-Hutson Scholarship are 
(front row, L-R) Blair Strickland, Jessica Crisanto, Sandra Zuniga, Mylee Powell 
and Haley Jacobs; and (back row, L-R) Asa Dewitz, Landon Thompson, 
Katherine Hawthorne, Alexis Lopez, Rafael Bahena Jr., Katelyn Ray, Kristyn Smith 
and Rachel Barrett. Not pictured: Adrian Luna and Dominic Perez. 
(Jan Anderson-Paxson/AC Press photo)

Second-year recipients of Angelina College’s Smith-Hutson Scholarship are 
(front row, L-R) Andrea Vidal, Jaselyn Johnson, Milneshia Phipps, 
Summer Durham, Chloe Vineyard and Monica Vera; and (back row, L-R) 
Vanessa Terrazas, Kyndell Gore, Colton Lovell, Brennon Davis, Jolie Cheney 
and Cooper Bendy. (Jan Anderson-Paxson/AC Press photo)

Third-year recipients of Angelina College’s 
Smith-Hutson Scholarship include Makayla 
Ray. Not pictured: Maddison Hoose, 
Jennifer Hernandez and Kylie Rodgers. 
(Jan Anderson-Paxson/AC Press photo)
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Angelina College has 
announced the recipients of the 
2019 Smith-Hutson Scholarship



The innovat ive  idea and spark to  establ ish a  t ravel  c lub was introduced by Esther 
Campbel l ,  Senior  Director  of  Workforce and Cont inuing Educat ion,  to  foster  cont inuing 
educat ion and l i fe long learning at  Angel ina Col lege.  Whi le  this  unique oppor tunity 
wi l l  provide an overal l  learning and ful f i l l ing travel  experience i t  wi l l  a lso  provide a 
way to  engage AC faculty,  staf f ,  s tudents ,  a lumni  and community  members  with the 
spir i t  of  Angel ina Col lege.   Esther ’s  v is ion was to  of fer  cont inuing educat ion whi le 
a lso  creat ing a  10  % revenue stream for  the Angel ina Col lege Foundat ion.   After 
analyz ing and researching opt ions ,  the Roadrunner  Travel  C lub (RTC)  was created as  a 
col laborat ive  ef for t  of  Workforce and Cont inuing Educat ion and the Off ice  of  Inst i tut ional 
Advancement .   With much excitement ,  the Foundat ion par tnered with Col lette  Travel 
and scheduled the f i rst  t ravel  adventure to  Washington D.C .  in  May 2020 and the second 
scheduled tr ip  would take the RTC to  I ta ly  in  October  2020.   As  the unpredictable 
pandemic occurred,  both of  the RTC tr ips  were canceled for  2020.   With great  opt imism, 
we have once again scheduled the “ f i rst ”  Roadrunner  Travel  C lub adventure to 
Washington D.C .  on October  13 ,  2021 .  

In  Apri l ,  2020,  the Angel ina Col lege Foundat ion 
par tnered with the East  Texas  Giv ing Day 
campaign.   East  Texas  Giv ing Day is  an 18-hour 
onl ine giv ing chal lenge.   Because the COVID-19 
pandemic had just  begun,  students  were in  dire 
need due to  reduced work hours  or  lost  jobs . 
Funds ra ised through East  Texas  Giv ing Day 
suppor ted the Foundat ion in i t iat ives  to  include 
the Student  Emergency Aid Fund which ass ists 
students  in  extreme need due to  an emergency or 
a  sudden f inancia l  cr is is ,  the Meningit is  In i t iat ive , 
Scholarships  and Endowments ,  and Col lege 
programs.   The Campaign was a  huge success 
generat ing $23 ,033 .47 to  suppor t  the Foundat ions 
programs.   The Foundat ion s incerely  thanks 
you for  your  gi f t  in  suppor t  of  the Foundat ion 
in i t iat ives  to  ass ist  students  in  reaching their 
greatest  potent ia l .  

Another  new resource ,  AmazonSmile ,  i s  now 
avai lable  for  indiv iduals  to  make contr ibut ions 
to  the Angel ina Col lege Foundat ion.   By  us ing a 
unique l ink ,  Amazon wi l l  donate .5% of  the pr ice 
of  e l ig ible  Amazon Smile  purchases .   Because 
many of  us  purchase through Amazon,  we hope 
this  wi l l  ut i l ized and addit ional  funds can be 
ra ised eas i ly  to  help us  reach more students 
who need f inancia l  ass istance.  For  more 
information or  explanat ions ,  emai l 
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Fo r  more  i n fo rmat ion ,  p lea se  con tac t  the  AC Advancement  Of f i ce , 
936-633-3213  o r  founda t ion@ange l i na . edu .  





The Angelina College Foundation held its inaugural event ,  Dinner at 
the Diamond,” in September,  2019.   The event was held at the beautiful 
Roadrunner baseball  f ield at the Larry Phil l ips Family Sports Complex on 
the AC campus.  On this special  evening, guests were there not to witness 
a baseball  game but to ensure the success of the newly-founded Angelina 
College Foundation and the inception of the Angelina College Alumni 
Association.  Over 30 Lifetime Alumni memberships and 13 Annual Alumni 
memberships,  both with give-aways and amenities,  were purchased by those 
in attendance.

Under the bright l ights of the f ield,  guests were seated at tables around 
the inf ield.  With baseball  décor and AC athletes as waiters,  over 300 guests 
enjoyed a fun evening and raised more than $13,000 for the 
AC Foundation!  

The night began with entertainment provided by Hayden Baker,  a former 
Angelina College baseball  standout,  accompanied by the talented, Raquel 
Ray.  Their famil iar songs set the tone for an evening not to be forgotten.  
Local favorite,  Texas Customer Catering, provided their homemade, delicious 
meal for the event .

Numerous auction items were available at the si lent auction,  including a 
guided f ishing trip to Lake Calcasieu,  a stay at Crystal  Beach, and a children’s 
party at the AC Diamond.  In addition,  fabulous l ive auction items included 
a John Hardy bracelet ,  a Crystal  Beach getaway,  an exotic game hunt,  a f ish, 
shrimp and oyster f ry for 30,  and a pizza and wine party for 16 . 

“ THE VERY FIRST 
DINNER AT THE DIAMOND 

WAS A GRAND SLAM, 
AND EVERYONE 

INVOLVED WALKED 
OFF WITH A WIN. ” 
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Because no baseball  game would be complete without f ierce 
competition,  guests competed for the tit le of Fastest Throw, Closest to 
the Bat ,  and winner of Heads or Tails .

Due to the recent COVID-19 pandemic ,  the 2020 event was postponed.  
We look forward to another fun event in 2021 to provide much needed 
f inancial  assistance to our students,  al lowing them to remain in school 
and better their l ives.
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WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL TO OUR COMMUNITY  PARTNERS AND LOOK FORWARD TO FURTHERING 

THE MISS ION OF THE ANGELINA COLLEGE FOUNDATION IN  THE COMING YEAR .  THANK YOU! 

A L U M N I   &  F R I E N D S

In September 2019,  the Angelina College Alumni & Friends Network was established 
during the Dinner at the Diamond event .   Those in attendance purchased more 
than 30 l i fetime memberships and 13 annual memberships.  

I f  you are l ike most of us,  Angelina College played an important role in your l i fe.  
Perhaps it  provided the f ramework for your technical career,  the springboard for 
the rest of your education at a four-year university or that much needed course you 
took when you came home f rom another college in the summer.   You are probably 
thankful for the experiences you had on this beautiful ,  forested campus.  
Why should you be involved in the Angelina College Alumni & Friends Network at 
this point in your l i fe?  The AC Alumni & Friends Network wil l  provide you with great 
networking opportunities for your business and career and give you the means to 
reconnect with old f riends and cultivate new ones.   Your input and involvement 
wil l  increase awareness of this important institution and wil l  uplift  the prestige of 
your education.  Through the Alumni Network web presence and newsletter,  you 
wil l  learn of entertainment,  athletics,  and enrichment opportunities.   Many exciting 
things are happening at Angelina College,  and we want you to be a part . 

We need you! Alumni strength and power wil l  encourage and help our current 
students meet their goals.   Through diff icult t imes,  the value of helping others 
become successful college students cannot be overstated.  
I f  you are looking for personal involvement and a way to make a difference,  
Angelina College Alumni & Friends Network is cal l ing you, JOIN NOW!
Visit angelina.edu to join online.  Select FORMER STUDENTS, select JOIN NOW.

I  began my relationship with Angelina 
College (AC) as a Nursing Student 
forty-f ive years ago. Today,  I  serve 
on the Advisory Committee for the 
Angelina College Foundation.  To say 
I  have had a long term relationship 
with AC is an understatement. 

After completion of Nursing School ,  I 
remained in Lufkin to join a team of 
nurses at a local facil ity,  Woodland 
Heights General Hospital .  The nursing 

team was predominately made up of graduates f rom AC who 
had a bond, or brand if  you wil l ,  l ike few in the industry.  Not 
only was there a bond, there was a strong sense of community 
as well ,  as most of the staff  l ived in the area. Having grown 
up in a small  community,  it  was easy to make this home. 
Working long hours,  we were able to share experiences f rom 
nursing school and continue to build on that education to 
gain experience.  Sharing those experiences ultimately helped 
future nurses make it  through challenging times so they could 
continue, graduate,  and join the team.  

Nursing school was not easy,  but we were trained by a group 
of educators that were a strong team as well .  As a team of 
professionals they knew the individual needs of each student 
and made it  a priority to help them succeed. At Woodland 
Heights,  my nursing instructors,  fel low AC graduates/peers 
and the Physicians I  worked side by side with shaped my 
career.  Having the privi lege to serve this community at 
Woodland Heights Medical Center as Chief Nursing Off icer 
for a number of years,  I  can conf idently say that AC has 
been crit ical to the successful staff ing of not only facil it ies in 
Lufkin,  but also facil it ies throughout East Texas.

Today as I  serve on the Advisory Committee,  I  continue to feel 
that bond and sense of community.  The committee is made up 
of individuals f rom businesses that know the value of being 
able to hire employees educated by Angelina College.  This 
committee is committed to raise AC awareness and assist in 
removing obstacles for students seeking to complete their 
education.  As Chairman of the Advisory Committee,  I  am 
proud to be a part of a team committed to make a difference, 
one student at a time.

Respectfully,   Cathy Busbee

Reflections  F R O M  T H E  A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R



COMMITTEE MEMBERS : 

BACK ROW –  W i l l  A l v i s ,  D o ro t h y  Lo u  Dav i s , 
Ve l i n c i a  D o b re c ,  Ly n n e  Ha n ey ,  Ma r y  K i n g ,  A m y  Ro s s 
a n d  Da na  S m i t h ha r t

FRONT ROW –  Ta y l o r  Kov a r ,  M i ch e l l e  G re en ,  C r y s t a l  W i l l i a m s , 
M i ch e l l e  B r i l e y ,  Ca t h y  B u sb e e ,  B e cc a  C ha n ce , 
L i s a  Ha g l un d ,  Em i l y  J o rda n ,  J a y  J e l i n ek 
a n d  V i n ce  Tr e a dwe l l

MEMBERS NOT P ICTURED -  N i c k i e  Ash b y , 
R a y  A n n  Ba ke r ,  D r .  Cy n t h i a  Ca spa r i s ,  Ma l co lm  D ea s o n , 
M i ch a e l  D o rma n ,  E l i z a b et h  Lo p ez ,  Ro cky  T h ig p en 
a n d  Ka ren  Wa t s on

NEW MEMBERS -  Ty a n e  D iet z ,  Ky l e  K i n g

Members of the AC Foundation Advisory 
committee are proud to serve the students 
of Angelina College to provide educational 
opportunities to ensure student success.  
We are thankful for their continued support 
and service to the College. 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
CHAIR  Ca t h y  B u sb e e
VICE-CHAIR  W i l l  A l v i s
SECRETARY  Ro cky  T h ig p en
ALUMNI  CO-CHAIRS  Ve l i n c i a  D o b re c  a n d  Ra y  A n n  Ba ke r
DEVELOPMENT CHAIR  M i ch a e l  D o rma n
EVENTS CO-CHAIRS  M i ch e l l e  B r i l e y  a n d  A m y  Ro s s
MARKETING CO-CHAIRS  Ma r y  K i n g  a n d  Ly n n e  Ha n ey

2019-2020 F INANCIAL  SUMMARY
OPERATING REVENUE BY CAMPAIGN
ALUMNI MEMBERSHIPS              $7,380.00
DINNER AT THE DIAMOND         $29,414 .00
EAST TEXAS GIVING DAY         $23,033.00

OPERATING REVENUE
GRANTS                                   $22,000.00
  Texas Higher Education Foundation
  (Distribution $11 ,416 ,  Deferred $3,584)

OTHER GIFTS $4,166.00
TOTAL $85,993.00
The Angelina College Foundation donors have been instrumental in 
making a difference in the lives of others.  Through their generous 
gifts, the Foundation initiatives have come to life offering resources to 
students to fulf ill their educational dreams.  A special thank you to our 
partners for their continued support and belief in our mission.   

We would like to offer you the opportunity to serve the students of 
Angelina College by investing in their future and to continue the 
preservation of educational excellence in our community.  

DONATE ONLINE:  For donors who prefer the ease and convenience of 
making a one-time or recurring online donation using a credit, donations can be 
made by visiting the Angelina College website, angelina.edu.  Select GIVE NOW.

DONATE BY MAIL:  Cash contributions are tax dectible as allowed by 
law.  Checks should be made payable to Angelina College Foundation.  
AC mailing address: 3500 S. First St., Lufkin, TX 75901. 

DONATE BY PHONE:  Giving a donation by phone is quick and easy. 
Please call 936-633-3213. 

Thank you for your gift!
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